REF ID : A64885 



@3 August 195 k 



Mr* John V. Dodge 
Managing Editor 
Kncyclqpaedie Britannica 
k£5 JSorth. Michigan Avenue 
Chicago ll, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Dodgei 

Boon after writing my letter of 2 July 19?4> accepting 
the assignment to revise ay article CODES & CIPHERS, I was 
ordered abroad for temporary duty which X thought would. take 
hut two weeks. Instead, it took six, and % have just return- 
ed therefron. 

Moting again that the revision oust he in your hands by 
or before 15 September, which is not very far off, I hastened 
immediately upon my return to the task of revision and I be- 
gan by reviewing the present article in the light of the 
length specified in your letter of 9 July, as well, a* in Mr. 
fust ? # letter of %9 June. X regret to have to say that I soon 
found ay bo If in doubt as to the amount of apace you have 
ye&ferved for the revised article, hut this doubt can he resolved 
very quickly by your prompt answer to this question* Do you 
intend the revised article in the new printing to occupy approxi- 
mately the mm amount of space as is occupied by the article in 
the present edition! 

X think it appropriate to suggest that the present article 
CRTCPTOffiUPHY, which deals largely with the history of the subject, 
is badly in need of revision. It not only contains several in- 
accuracies and could very well stand modernisation, but also it 
contains matter which is duplicated to some extent and which more 
logically belongs In «y article, since the latter is technical 
rather than historical in content. 5Ms leads me to suggest that 
the two articles could well be combined into one, under the title 
CSlYPtOLOCfY. Such an article could be made to occupy about the 
same amount of space now occupied by the two separata articles, 
but its parts would be logically integrated, the article as a 
whole would therefor© better cover a field of technology which 
has increased very materially in national and international 
importance since the Ikth edition was printed, and it would be as 
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up-to-date «* will be permissible under limitations imposed by 
statutory lav and Governmental regulations in the interest of 
national security. 

The last clause suggests the advlaibillty of ny indicating 
to you that my revision will have to be approved by the appropriate 
authorities before it can be sent to you) however, I do not 
anticipate any difficulty on that score, in viev of the fact that 
2 occupy an official position which, antes it possible far as to 
be quite f*uai liar with the requirements and limitations imposed 
by national security. 

finally, 2 would, lite to add that ay suggestion that there 
be a Single good article under the heading CRYPTOLOGY is motivated 
by a desire to see to it that, if possible, the Britnnnica article 
will reflect the status of cryptologic technology as accurately and 
as extensively as is permissible. I hasten to add that X would be 
glad to execute the necessary revision without any honorarium, if 
that is a consideration in the premises. 

Sincerely, 



VmiAli f, fHIEEMAK 
Special Assistant to the Director 



P.8. Xn reply you my use either the address on this letterhead 
dr my home address (as was used in previous correspondence). 
The latter rmy be a bit more expeditious . 



